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foreign sources of energy. It has the op-
portunity to become a major force in 
the international energy market. It is 
being made possible through the devel-
opment of our domestic energy re-
sources, namely the expansion of un-
conventional resources, such as shale 
gas and oil. 

Through remarkable innovations, the 
U.S. has been able to access oil and gas 
from shale formations that were pre-
viously inaccessible or uneconomical 
to produce. As a result, we have quick-
ly moved from energy dependence and 
a weaker footing to energy abundance 
and strategic leverage both domesti-
cally and abroad. 

At a time when the economy has not 
recovered at an acceptable pace, gas 
production in particular areas, such as 
the Marcellus shale in Pennsylvania, 
have provided a key source of economic 
relief and job creation. As a result of 
the Marcellus, Pennsylvanians and 
Americans across the country are bene-
fiting from lower heating costs, busi-
nesses are able to produce goods more 
efficiently, and manufacturers are 
looking to relocate to the United 
States to create products, support eco-
nomic expansion, and grow jobs that 
were previously headed overseas. 

But, Mr. Speaker, if we are to sustain 
the same level of growth and expan-
sion, policymakers must make smart 
choices for the future so that we sup-
port rather than hinder this oppor-
tunity. To start, we must continue to 
expand gas utilization domestically. 

The Marcellus shale, for example, has 
changed where, in the United States, 
gas is transported and utilized and how 
it is transported from region to region. 
This reconfiguration requires new in-
frastructure, including pipelines for 
transmission and transport and new 
processing facilities, and this all re-
quires long-term planning and invest-
ment. 

Additionally, because the domestic 
production of natural gas is far sur-
passing U.S. demand, most economists 
agree that a modest expansion of nat-
ural gas exports would serve to sta-
bilize domestic prices and supply, 
which is critical to sustaining the 
rapid growth in the industry that we 
have witnessed. Furthermore, each gas 
export terminal is a multibillion-dollar 
investment that creates construction 
jobs in addition to the more permanent 
positions within the natural gas value 
chain. That means jobs for steel-
workers, turbine manufacturers, pipe-
fitters, and others, which will help 
communities across the country. 

Given the situation in Ukraine and 
events in the Middle East, we are re-
minded that our energy resources can 
also provide significant geopolitical 
benefits. Exporting even a small 
amount of these plentiful resources 
overseas to our allies will strengthen 
not only our domestic economy but our 
national security. President Obama, 
Secretary of State Kerry, and leaders 
of the European Union have clearly 
stated that additional global supplies 

of natural gas will benefit Europe and 
our strategic partners. For this reason, 
I am proud to say the House recently 
passed H.R. 6, the Domestic Prosperity 
and Global Freedom Act. This bipar-
tisan bill would streamline the permit-
ting process for natural gas exports. 

In February 2014, the United States 
Department of Commerce reported that 
our national trade deficit for 2013 im-
proved by $63.1 billion in comparison to 
2012. However, despite this improve-
ment, figures for the month of April 
are now showing that imports are in-
creasing and that exports are decreas-
ing, and as a result, the trade deficit is 
now at a 2-year high. With the U.S. De-
partment of Commerce having ac-
knowledged that increased petroleum 
exports are a key factor that can con-
tribute to a lower trade deficit, it 
makes perfect sense to allow additional 
LNG exports in order to further reduce 
the trade deficit. In addition to its eco-
nomic and international benefits, nat-
ural gas has helped to significantly 
lower our carbon emissions, which de-
creased by 3.8 percent last year in the 
United States, down to 1994 levels, ac-
cording to government data. 

The United States needs a smart en-
ergy policy that enables the citizens to 
continue receiving the benefits of 
abundant, low-cost energy, but also 
one that utilizes these resources as a 
tool of strategic leverage to improve 
our environment and shape inter-
national events to the benefit of Amer-
ica and its allies. 

Mr. Speaker, we have made a smart 
and strategic decision in the House 
with the passage of H.R. 6. Let’s con-
tinue to advance similar policies to 
further leverage the many benefits of 
our domestic energy resources. Let’s do 
it for the good of the American people 
and our Nation’s strategic competitive-
ness in the world. 

f 

EXPORT-IMPORT BANK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Wisconsin (Ms. MOORE) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. MOORE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today in support of the Export-Import 
Bank, the official export credit agency 
of the United States of America. 

Mr. Speaker, it is so frustrating to 
see this normally bipartisan effort to 
support the American economy get hi-
jacked. I would bet, Mr. Speaker, that 
this bill could pass on suspension, that 
two-thirds of this House would be will-
ing to reauthorize the Ex-Im Bank, if 
we were to put it to a vote on this 
floor—but no. Instead, we are forced, 
once again, to yield to a minority of 
the majority—the Tea Party—which 
demands the decapitation of an eco-
nomic development and jobs creator 
giant—the United States of America’s 
Export-Import Bank. 

Why is this? Is it because the Bank 
doesn’t work? No. It is an example of 
how government effectively could part-
ner with the private sector. The Bank 
puts U.S. exporters on equal footing 

when foreign competitors have foreign 
export aid, and it bridges the gaps in 
the private market. 

The reality is that, in the global 
marketplace, our competitors are ag-
gressively using their export banks. 
Milwaukee, Wisconsin, which is my 
district, is still very much a manufac-
turing economy—the second in the Na-
tion relying on this sector. Every day, 
workers in Milwaukee compete against 
foreign workers with extensive and ag-
gressive foreign export credit agency 
backing. 

Today, the United States Export-Im-
port Bank supports an estimated 
205,000 export-related jobs in the 
United States. My fellow Republican 
Wisconsin colleagues—Representative 
RYAN and Representative SENSEN-
BRENNER—not long ago urged Bank fi-
nancing because ‘‘all steps should be 
taken to reinvigorate the economy and 
bring jobs to the United States.’’ With 
higher than average unemployment in 
Milwaukee, the need for the Bank has 
not changed. Not only does the Bank 
support jobs, but it makes a profit 
from its operation and pays funds back 
to the U.S. taxpayers—$5 billion since 
1990. 

Opponents don’t acknowledge that. 
Instead, they call for gimmick ac-
counting, or, as my CPA and tax attor-
ney colleague Representative BRAD 
SHERMAN calls it, ‘‘fairytale value’’ ac-
counting. Further, opponents claim 
that the Bank exclusively helps big 
corporations, yet 90 percent of the 
Bank’s activities help small business, 
and that number is on the rise. Just 
ask Apple Steel Rule Die in Mil-
waukee, a company you have never 
heard of because it is not a big com-
pany. In fact, new reports from The 
Brookings Institution show that the 
failure to reauthorize the Bank hurts 
small and medium-sized businesses the 
most. 

I hear Delta testify against the Ex- 
Im Bank, and then, hypocritically, 
turn around and use foreign export 
credit agencies for their fleet. By the 
way, Delta would qualify to use more 
foreign export credit to buy foreign- 
made Airbus aircraft if Congress does 
not reauthorize the Export-Import 
Bank. For real, colleagues, do any of us 
believe that Delta will turn down for-
eign support to buy an Airbus plane or 
a plane from the Chinese? Come on 
now. I have got a bridge to sell you. 

Opponents also say the Bank only 
supports 2 percent of exports. Exactly. 
The Bank’s mission is limited. It does 
not compete when private financing is 
available. The Export-Import Bank’s 
fees are higher than U.S. commercial 
bank fees. It is not in competition. It 
works in concert with banks here in 
the United States. This is further proof 
that the Bank is working. However, 
that 2 percent still supports a lot of 
economic activity in Milwaukee. When 
I am back in my district, unions and 
businesses—large and small—are hand 
in hand, saying reauthorize the Export- 
Import Bank. 
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We use the rhetoric of jobs an awful 

lot around here in Congress. Now is the 
time to take a powerful stand for U.S. 
jobs and U.S. workers. Actions speak 
louder than words. I urge my col-
leagues to support the reauthorization 
of the Export-Import Bank. 

f 

COMMEMORATING THE MEMORY 
AND HEROIC SACRIFICE OF 
STATEN ISLAND FIREMAN LIEU-
TENANT GORDON ‘‘MATT’’ 
AMBELAS 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 

Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
New York (Mr. GRIMM) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GRIMM. Mr. Speaker, it is with a 
heavy heart but also with a swelling of 
pride that I rise before this House 
today to honor the memory and the he-
roic sacrifice of one of the FDNY’s 
bravest—Lieutenant Gordon ‘‘Matt’’ 
Ambelas. 

Lieutenant Ambelas, a veteran Stat-
en Island fireman with 14 years of dis-
tinguished service, tragically gave his 
life this past Fourth of July weekend. 
He was attempting to rescue victims 
trapped in a horrific blaze in Brooklyn. 

Lieutenant Ambelas leaves behind a 
devoted wife and two beautiful girls. 
He is New York’s first firefighter to 
fall in the line of duty since 2012. While 
a family and a community mourn the 
excruciating loss of one of their finest 
native sons—one of their most dedi-
cated protectors—Lieutenant Ambelas 
is a testament to the uncommon cour-
age and sacrifice at the very core of the 
entire FDNY family and to the 
harrowing dangers they face in keeping 
America’s greatest city safe every day. 

Lieutenant Ambelas died after 
searching the 19th floor of a burning 
Brooklyn housing complex, determined 
to leave no innocent victim behind, as 
the flames spread rapidly from floor to 
floor. Undaunted by the danger that 
would have melted the courage of most 
any man, Matt faced it, undeterred, 
head on. 

So I join all of my constituents in 
Brooklyn, on Staten Island, and all 
New Yorkers in acknowledging the im-
mense debt of gratitude we all owe to 
Matt and his brothers in the FDNY, 
who put our safety above their own day 
in and day out. 

While standing among those hon-
oring Lieutenant Ambelas at his fu-
neral on Staten Island last week, I was 
humbled by the incredible valor of 
Matt’s actions. We watched as Matt’s 
brothers in uniform, especially the 
Beach Boys of Ladder 81 on Staten Is-
land and the Hooper Street Gang of 
Ladder 119 in Brooklyn, paid their final 
respects to the fallen hero. Seeing 
firsthand the mixture of strength and 
despair on their faces, I saw Matt’s 
wife, Nanette, and their beautiful 
daughters, Giovanna and Gabriella. 
This was a very stark reminder that 
not only do we owe an enormous debt 
of gratitude to fallen heroes like Matt 
but also to the loving families that 
bear the immeasurable sacrifice right 
along with them. 

When our Nation was viciously at-
tacked on 9/11, 343 FDNY firefighters 
gave their lives. Since then, 18 more, 
including Matt, have fallen in the line 
of duty. Each loss, while a weight on 
our hearts, adds yet another angel to 
that storied brotherhood of heroes. I 
ask all of my colleagues to join me in 
the remembrance and commemoration 
of a true American hero in every sense 
of the word. 

May God bless Lieutenant Ambelas. 
May He bring comfort to his young 
family. May He protect all of our brave 
FDNY firefighters, and may the noble 
sacrifice enshrined in Matt’s memory 
never be forgotten. 

To you, Nanette, please know that 
you, Gia, and Gabby are in my 
thoughts, in my prayers, and my heart 
is broken for your enormous loss. 

f 

b 1030 

PAWS FOR CELEBRATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Massachusetts (Ms. CLARK) for 5 min-
utes. 

Ms. CLARK of Massachusetts. Mr. 
Speaker, Harry Truman famously said 
that if you want a friend in Wash-
ington, get a dog, and I can tell you 
that many of our Nation’s animal shel-
ters and rescue groups would be more 
than happy to introduce you to a new 
friend. 

Between 5 and 7 million companion 
animals enter animal shelters nation-
wide every year, and the hardworking 
individuals at these shelters and res-
cues try to make sure that each of 
these animals makes its way to a for-
ever home. 

I have been so fortunate that my en-
tire life I have had rescue dogs as part 
of my family. As a girl, it was Scotty 
Daisy. As a newlywed, my husband and 
I adopted Samantha and Walter, and as 
a family, with my three sons, we wel-
comed Bison into our family. 

I want to honor the hard work of vol-
unteers and staff at animal shelters 
and rescue groups across the Nation, 
and I encourage my colleagues to join 
me today at this year’s Paws for Cele-
bration event on Capitol Hill. 

This event, sponsored by the ASPCA 
and hosted by the Congressional Ani-
mal Protection Caucus, will feature 
adoptable dogs and cats from shelters 
and rescues from around the Wash-
ington, D.C., area. 

It will be a great opportunity for 
Members of Congress to take a moment 
and thank the shelter and rescue com-
munity for their hard work and dedica-
tion to our Nation’s homeless pets. 

Who knows? You might even find 
that friend in Washington you have 
been looking for. 

f 

HAMAS AGGRESSION FORCES 
ISRAEL TO DEFEND ITSELF 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 

Pennsylvania (Mr. PERRY) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. PERRY. Mr. Speaker, 400 rocket 
attacks from Gaza in the past 3 
weeks—Israel has made several at-
tempts to defuse the issue and the situ-
ation. 

This is how Hamas responded: ‘‘We 
will not agree to quiet in exchange for 
quiet. If Israel does not agree to our de-
mands, I expect we will continue this 
battle.’’ 

Can you imagine that? Demands from 
Hamas that Israel not respond to rock-
et attacks. That is the only way you 
will get quiet for quiet between Israel 
and Hamas. 

Now, we all know where this recent 
exchange started. On June 12, the ab-
duction and subsequent murder of 
three Israeli teenagers, suspected by 
Hamas members, inflamed the situa-
tion, and then it was pushed over the 
edge by a murder of a Palestinian boy 
by Jewish extremists, Mr. Speaker. 

There is a difference between how 
both sides act. From the Israeli Prime 
Minister, ‘‘I unequivocally condemn 
the murder of a Palestinian youth in 
Jerusalem. Murder, riots, incitement, 
vigilantism—they have no place in our 
democracy.’’ 

Israel quickly tracked down and ar-
rested the teens’ suspected murderers— 
tracked them down and arrested them 
and is prosecuting them. 

What is the response from Hamas? 
What is the like response? In response, 
they launched nearly 400 rockets at 
Israel since June 14. For a month, this 
has been going on—into their popu-
lation centers, not into military tar-
gets, Mr. Speaker, but population cen-
ters. 

Now, last week, I attended a briefing 
with Israeli Ambassador Ron Dermer 
to discuss the ongoing operation in 
Gaza, and one of the things I found in-
teresting was all the members that 
were there from Israel had on their 
phones an application which sounded 
an air raid siren every time one sound-
ed in Israel. We could scarcely get 
through the briefing because they were 
just continually going off all around 
the room. 

I imagined myself in my hometown, 
hunkered down in my basement 
against a rocket attack. No civilization 
should live this way. 

Interestingly enough, we viewed sur-
veillance video of Hamas members 
using their own people as human 
shields. The Israelis actually send a 
warning shot—this is the building we 
are going to hit, this is where you are 
making rockets, and we are going to 
attack it next. 

You would think that people would 
run from the building, knowing it is 
going to be blown up, but what does 
Hamas do? They send people, Mr. 
Speaker, to the building. 

I would remind everybody the respon-
sibility for civilian casualties, when 
those civilians are used as human 
shields, lies with the party that delib-
erately places them at risk, namely, 
Hamas. 
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